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Administrator’s Message:
Welcome to February.  February is an exciting month in our school as students plan and participate in celebrations around Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, Family Day, Black History Month and of course, the marker for many of our primary classes, 100’s Day! 
Report cards will go home February 7, 2012.  Interviews are being scheduled for Thursday February 9 from 4:30-7:30pm.  

Students and teachers are working hard towards the end of the second term of school.  Kindergarten Registration also takes place from February 13-February 24, 2012.  Please remind any friends and neighbours with little ones who will be turning 4 years old before December 31, 2012 to come in to register for junior kindergarten.
Have a great month!

Mrs. Adamson, Principal and Mrs. Bellaire, Vice-Principal
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Please visit the Board Website Kindergarten Registration page!

http://www.gecdsb.on.ca/programs/kinder/index.html
Kindergarten Registration
We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Lakeshore Discovery School during Kindergarten Registration.  This will be taking place February 13 until February 24.  We will be holding an Open House on Wednesday, February 15 from 5:30 to 7:00.  Lakeshore Discovery School will continue to offer English and French Immersion Kindergarten all day every other day (i.e. Monday - Wednesday and alternating Fridays or Tuesday - Thursday and alternating Fridays).  If your child is currently registered in JK, they will continue to attend on the same days unless you request otherwise.  For more information, visit the Greater Essex County District School Board website - http://www.gecdsb.on.ca or call the school at 519-727-4207.  We have big plans for your little one!
February is Black History Month

Every year Canadians are invited to take part in

the festivities and events that honour the legacy

of black Canadians, past and present, during

Black History Month.

Black History Month exists to remind us all of

the rich contributions within our society from

people of African and Caribbean decent, and of

their ongoing struggle for equity and social

justice. This is a time to celebrate the many

achievements and contributions of black

Canadians who, throughout history, have done so much to make Canada the culturally diverse,

compassionate and prosperous nation we know

today. It is also an opportunity for the majority

of Canadians to learn about the experiences of

black Canadians in our society, and the vital role

this community has played throughout our shared history.
The following site contains significant information about people, places, and events of significance, representing the African-Canadian community of Windsor and surrounding areas, especially Puce. It is an excellent resource.

http://www.windsor-communities.com/african-introduction.php
Also here is a link to the Greater Essex County Community Postcard for Black History Month.

http://www.gecdsb.on.ca/students/tie/africancanadianhistory/
Valentine’s Bake Sale
Some students from 6Valencuik have taken it upon themselves to plan a Bake Sale for our students on Tuesday February 14, 2012.  All proceeds will benefit Wings Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre.

Kiss and Ride

Thank you for your cooperation as we continue to enforce the fire route and proper drop off procedures in our Kiss and Ride.  Kiss and Ride at the front of the school is the only way you should be dropping  off your children.  Please do not stop or park your car on Oakwood St. – this is not a supervised or accessible area. From Kiss and Ride we will ensure that your child is directed safely towards the appropriate playground and/or JK/SK entry.  
In the afternoon, we are working hard to move cars through the Kiss and Ride in order to have safe student pick ups.  Please do not stop your car in the fire route – you are holding up all of the cars behind you.  Once you are in the Kiss and Ride lane, please wait in your car for your child.  No student will be released to parents in the bus area, unless for an emergency.  All students who are being picked up by parents should be exiting through the front doors of the school.  
School Council Dates
Our next School Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, 2012.  Meetings are usually the last Wednesday of the month. The meetings will begin at 7:00 PM and usually end around 8:30 PM. Meetings are held in the staff room, behind the main office. As always, everyone is welcome!
Lost and Found

Items in the lost and found accumulate quickly.

Please label your children’s clothing to make it

easier to return lost belongings that arrive in the lost and found.  Please note that lost and found is located within the lockers in the hall by the gym.
Green Team

Lakeshore Discovery is currently certified as a Gold ECO school.  As a community, we can help in this endeavor by striving to pack garbageless lunches using reusable containers.  Please remember that drink boxes, plastic pudding cups, plastic fruit cups and yogurt cups are all now able to go in the blue box and that includes home blue boxes as well.  Every Wednesday is Waste-Free Wednesday and Trashless Tuesdays for those JK/SK groups at Lakeshore Discovery.  
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Weather Reminders:

Dress for the Weather

There are many students who are coming to school without proper winter coats.  A hoody sweatshirt is not enough.   Please remind your children to wear their coat, hats and mitts while at school.  Proper footwear (winter boots) is also essential in winter conditions.
Inclement Weather Reminder

Inclement weather may cause bus delays or cancellations. Information is posted after 6:30 am at www.gecdsb.ca (buskids) or tune in to local media for up to date information. On bus cancellation days, the office staff are required to conduct safe arrival calls for children not at school who are walkers only. Please remember to contact the school if your child is not at school on a no bus day.  Also, please remember that students will be dismissed from classrooms and the front lobby that day.  School ends at 3:00pm.
Absences (727 – 4207)

Thanks to the parents/guardians who are phoning in your child’s absences prior to the school day.  You may leave a message on the answering machine at any time. This really helps out the office staff who, in order to comply with Safe Arrivals Legislation, must contact a parent/guardian regarding student absence.
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Scary Statistics

As parents you may wonder what impact

excessive screen use may have on your

child. Research shows:

 Students who watch less TV are

more able to pay attention and

follow directions resulting in

better academic performance.

 Playing violent computer/video

games and watching violent

television shows/movies makes

children more aggressive and

teaches them that violence is a

way to solve problems.

 Spending too much time watching

TV and playing computer/video

games can make kids less fit and

overweight.

 On average, children 8 years and older spend 44.5 hours each week using screens.

 46% of all television violence is aired in children’s cartoons.

 Most of the top-selling video games (89%) contain violent content, almost half of which is of a serious nature.

 By the time the average child is 18 years old, they will have witnessed 200,000 acts of violence and 16,000 murders.
Noble Green and White Day

Thursday February 23, 2012 is Green and White Day to celebrate our Family of Schools High School.  Belle River will be here working with our Grade 8 students to plan for their transition to Belle River High School in September.[image: image4.png]
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