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Administrator’s Message:

Welcome back to an exciting new year! We trust you had an enjoyable Holiday Break with your family and that everyone is ready and eager to learn in 2012. 

This year, the staff organized three community donation projects in December and the school community responded in an amazing fashion. Our Operation Shoebox campaign was once again very successful.  The Coats for Kids campaign generated many coats and snow pants for local children while the Lakeshore Community Food Bank received thousands of items to help their families this year. We also had many gift cards donated in order to help families in our community enjoy the holiday season.  Thanks for your support and for modelling this generous behaviour for our students.

In staffing news, we welcome Mlle. Abbey to continue in the Junior FSL assignment until the end of the year.  We also welcome back Mrs. Dobrich from her important leave – we are glad that you are healthy and back with Lakeshore Discovery!
Finally, a reminder to parents to please continue to observe the Kiss and Ride markings.  Drop off begins beyond the front doors and continues around the curb closest to the side of the school by the gym.  
We are looking forward to an excellent 2012 and remember that by working together Lakeshore Discovery School will continue to be a great place to learn!

Mrs. Adamson, Principal and Mrs. Bellaire, Vice-Principal

School Council Dates

Our next School Council meeting will take place on Wednesday January 18, 2012.  Meetings are usually the last Wednesday of each month. The meetings will begin at 7:00 PM and usually end around 8:30 PM. Meetings are held in the staff room, behind the main office. As always, everyone is welcome!
WE CARE WE CAN CAMPAIGN

Thank you very much for all of your support in donating canned goods for our local food bank.  We donated 1500 items!  Also, thank you to Ms. Davies' class, Mme Barisic's class, Mr. Stanley's class, and our Lakeshore Ambassadors for helping to collect, sort, count, and box all of the items.  
Lost and Found

Items in the lost and found accumulate quickly.

Please label your children’s clothing to make it easier to return lost belongings that arrive in the lost and found.
Intramurals

Grades 5-8 will be participating in Basketball Intramurals during the winter months.

Weather Reminders:

Dress for the Weather

The weather conditions are monitored closely at the school to determine safe outdoor weather conditions for our students and staff. As a reminder, outdoor recesses will be the norm, so please dress for the weather, especially now that the cooler weather is upon us. Please remind your children to wear their hats and mitts while at school.  Proper footwear (winter boots) is also essential in winter conditions.
Inclement Weather Reminder

Nasty winter weather may be an issue anytime during this winter season. Inclement weather may cause bus delays or cancellations. Information is posted after 6:30 am at www.gecdsb.ca (buskids) or tune in to local media for up to date information. Please be reminded that the school does not make these types of decisions and all staff get the information by checking the website or listening to the radio as well. When the buses are cancelled due to ice and/or snow the buses will not operate for afternoon dismissal.

We appreciate your patience during dismissal

on no bus days as students will be dismissed

from the gymnasium. When you arrive at the

school you will be greeted outside by a staff member and the staff will radio into the school and have your child exit the gym to meet you outside. There is no need to get out of your vehicle. 

On bus cancellation days, the office staff are required to conduct safe arrival calls for children not at school who are walkers only. Please remember to contact the school if your child is not at school on a no bus day.

Snow and Ice - “The snow stays on the ground!”

At this time of the year the snow and/or ice may begin to fall or accumulate at any time. The safety of all students is very important and to this end, it is important to remember that throwing or kicking snow/ice while at school is prohibited on school property as it may result in injury.

Kindergarten Registration:  Coming Soon

Lakeshore Discovery School will be hosting a Kindergarten Registration Evening and Open House on Wednesday February 15th  from 5:30 to

7:00 pm. The evening will be an informal event in which parents can meet with the staff, ask questions, tour the school and visit classrooms. Please help to spread the word and speak to neighbours and/or family members who have young children about to enter school. The early registration period for Kindergarten is from Monday, February 13 to Friday, February 24. To register, stop by the school office or call to make an appointment during this two week period. In order to process the registration, parents must bring the child’s birth certificate, health card and immunization records.

For more information on the Board’s Kindergarten Programs (French Immersion and English), please visit www.gecdsb.on.ca/programs/kinder/

If your child is already registered in this year’s JK class, they are automatically enrolled in SK, on the same day, for the 2012-2013 school year.

.

Allergen Alert!

Thanks to all in the school community who try

their best and respect the needs of others in our school building. We have a number of individuals who may have a severe reaction to a variety of allergens. Items such as watermelon, peanut products, aerosol sprays and mums (the flower), are not permitted in the school. A number of reminder notices have been posted in the school and by working together we can minimize these potential dangers in the building. Other items that may pose a problem to some of our students/staff are objects made from latex such as balloons.

Absences (727 – 4207)

Thanks to the parents/guardians who are phoning in your child’s absences prior to the school day.  You may leave a message on the answering machine at any time. This really helps out the office staff who, in order to comply with Safe Arrivals Legislation, must contact a parent/guardian regarding student absence.

ENCOURAGING COOPERATION

IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

Sometimes as parents and caregivers, we find our children becoming resistant to our requests. We may begin to doubt our own judgment or become intimidated by their emotional reactivity and at times we may even feel overwhelmed. It is important for us to understand that changing our approach may help children and adolescents change their behaviour and respond more appropriately to our requests. This is not about abandoning our attempts or making drastic changes, but rather subtle shifts or variations in how we approach difficult behaviour. The following are a few suggestions which take little effort and can produce significant results. 

Children are MORE likely to cooperate when:

· their ideas and opinions are respected;

· they are given choices;

· they are allowed to help make decisions;

· their good behaviour is noticed and appreciated;

· they are valued as a member of the family/school community;

· we use “I” messages;

· we use natural and logical consequences;

· we respond to a situation in a calm manner vs. react with emotion;

Children are LESS likely to cooperate and more likely to engage in power struggles when:

· cooperation is demanded;

· they are interrupted without warning from an activity they are enjoying;

· their routine is changed unexpectedly;

· they hear “no” often from adults and caregivers;

· they get their way after arguing about it;

· a caregiver punishes them harshly or hurts them;

· they don’t know how to do a task or are confused as to what they are being asked to do;

· they are asked to cooperate too often;

· caregivers react with anger, hostility or ridicule.

Parenting can be a challenge, as we strive to support our children in becoming, responsible, caring adults. We need to be able to learn from our mistakes and our triumphs.

“At the end of the day, a loving family should find everything forgivable.”

Mark V. Olsen and Will Sheffer

Submitted by: Social Work and Attendance Counseling Services

